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The author: 

 

MICHAEL KEMPKES, born in 1971 in Bocholt, Germany.  

Fascinated by guppies since childhood, he joined the German Guppy Federation in 

1986. In early years, KEMPKES received numerous awards at guppy exhibitions, e.g. 

the Championship title of the former European Guppy Association in 1996. In the 

1990s the author focussed on the biology of guppies. Expeditions led him to the 

natural habitats of the guppies. In his 70 aquariums KEMPKES investigated the 

genetics, reproduction and behavioural biology of guppies, which resulted in 

numerous articles and books. 

 

Description: 

 

The live-bearing guppies are the most popular freshwater aquarium fish species in 

the world. Due to their striking colours, big fins, and other fascinating attributes, 

countless ambitious aquarists and biologists deal with these living jewels. During the 

last 30 years, important scientific findings on ecology, evolution, reproduction, 

genetics, and behaviour have been published. Guppy breeders, too, are diligent 

observers and excellent experts of Poecilia reticulata, Poecilia wingei, and Poecilia 

obscura. 

In this new two-volume standard book MICHAEL KEMPKES bridges fishkeeping and 

science by describing the findings of both aquarists and biologists. He presents a 

unique and comprehensive monograph which depicts the current knowledge about 

the biology of guppies. The guppy breeder will find extensive information which allow 

deeper insights into the biological features of these remarkable fish species and an 

improvement of guppy keeping and breeding. LANGUAGE: German. 
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