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Abstract. A review of the distribution of the Chinese sleeper Perccottus glenii Dybowski, 1877 (Pisces, 
Odontobutidae) as an invasive species of fish in the territories of the reserves and national parks of the 
middle and lower Volga Region is presented. It occurs in 12 protected areas  which is only 44.4% of the 
total number of protected areas. The invasion way of P. glenii in some protected areas is described, 
which is associated with stocking of fishery ponds. Data on habitats and the number of P. glenii in stu-
died reserves and national parks are given, as well as the possible reasons for its absence in the ichthyo-
fauna of other protected areas. 
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Introduction. Biodiversity conservation is one of the most important tasks of the nature 
conservation as a whole. The federal-level Protected Areas as places of the greatest con-
centration of the biodiversity and dislocation of the most significant elements of its play a 
special role in the biodiversity conservation of natural complexes (Brooks et al 2006; 
Grebennikov 2016). In the Russian Federation for a century there is an important system 
of such Protected Areas – reserves and national parks. They are guarantors of protection 
stability and invariability of the natural complexes, reserves of rare plants and animals 
and, in fact, act as a kind of “islets” of the natural biodiversity of certain geographic 
zones (Vargot et al 2015; Kurhinen et al 2016; Barashkova et al 2017). 

However, the problem of infusing of alien species did not bypass the above-
mentioned Protected Areas with minimal anthropogenic load. The species number is 
emerging, the native ranges of which are located at a considerable distance from the new 
areas-recipients. Such invasive species include the Chinese sleeper Perccottus glenii Dy-
bowski, 1877 (Odontobutidae, Pisces). It is a component of biocoenoses of the floodplain 
reservoirs of the Far East. However, it has become extremely widespread in the waters of 
the European Russia and abroad in the last century (Litvinov & O’Gorman 1996; Reshet-
nikov 2004, 2009; Ruchin 2004a; Vechkanov et al 2007; Novak et al 2008; Grabowska et 
al 2011; Lukina 2011; Nehring & Steinhof 2015; Kvach et al 2016; Kirilenko & 
Shemonaev 2017). In natural ecosystems, P. glenii has been involved in the trophic con-
nections of the floodplain ecosystems, acting as a predator and fodder base (Reshetnikov 
et al 2013). Many aspects of the P. glenii biology were elucidated in the course of ex-
perimental work (Manteifel & Reshetnikov 2002; Konstantinov et al 2003; Ruchin 2004b; 
Ruchin et al 2004, 2005; Bagnyukova et al 2007; Golovanov et al 2016; Santalova et al 



AACL Bioflux, 2019, Volume 12, Issue 4. 
http://www.bioflux.com.ro/aacl 1115 

2018). An important feature is its resistance to various kinds of temperature anomalies. 
Thus, seasonal differences in the critical thermal maximum were revealed among two-
year-old individuals. The maximum thermal stability was established at a slow heating 
rate. It turned out that in terms of its thermoadaptive characteristics, P. glenii is the 
closest to such heat-loving eurythermal species as Carassius auratus and Cyprinus carpio 
(Golovanov & Ruchin 2011). The aim of the study was to study the invasion, distribution, 
description of some aspects of the biology of the alien species Perccottus glenii in the re-
serves and national parks of some Russian regions. 

 
Material and Method  
 

Study site. The Volga is one of the largest rivers in Russia. Its catchment area is esti-
mated at 1360 thousand km2, which is 62% of the European Russia and 8% of the whole 
Russia, almost 13% of the whole Europe. The main part of the territory belongs to the 
basin of the Middle and Lower Volga. There are 16 reserves and 11 national parks in this 
area (Figure 1). All these Protected Areas are unique from the biodiversity viewpoint and 
they are objects of the federal protection. The natural conditions of those Protected Areas 
are described below, within which the most intensive studies of the invasive species of 
fish –P. glenii – were conducted. 

Mordovia State Nature Reserve is located in the Temnikov district of the Republic 
of Mordovia on the forested right bank of the Moksha River and covers the area of 321.62 
km2. From the north the border runs along the Satis River – the right tributary of the 
Moksha River, further to the east – along the Arga River, which flows into the Satis River. 
The western border runs along the Chernaya River, the Satis River and the Moksha River. 
The hydrographic network of the reserve is small and it is represented by these rivers, 
other small rivers, and streams (Pushta, Vyaz-Pushta, Vorsklay, Arga, etc.). In the flood-
plain of the Moksha River and Pushta River there is a network of flowing and low-flow 
lakes (Vargot 2016; Ruchin & Mikhailenko 2018). 

National Park “Smolny” is located in the northeastern part of the Republic of Mor-
dovia on the area of 365.0 km2. The rivers of the National Park “Smolny” are typically flat 
and they are represented by small water flows and streams. They are characterized by a 
slight drop and relatively slow flow. Oxbow lakes of the National Park are concentrated 
mainly in the Alatyr River floodplain (Khapugin et al 2016; Ivanov et al 2019). 

Nurgush State Nature Reserve, established in 1994, consists of two cluster sites 
currently, which are located in the southeastern part of the Kotelnich district (cluster 
“Nurgush”, the area of 56.34 km2) and the northwestern part of the Nagorny district 
(cluster “Tulashor”, the area of 17.81 km2) of the Kirov region. The first section can be 
completely flooded during heavy flow. It is limited to water bodies: from the north, east 
and south – Vyatka River, partly from the south – Lake Staritsa, from the west – the 
near-terrace Prost River. The hydrographic network of this site is represented by nume-
rous (more than 80) floodplain lakes and five rivers. Lakes, floodplain rivers and channels 
form a unified water system that communicates with the present riverbed of the Vyatka 
River (Borodin 2014). 

Volzhsko-Kamsky State Nature Biosphere Reserve was established in 1960 and it 
is located in the Republic of Tatarstan and consists of two clusters – Saralinsky, with the 
area of 39.22 km2 (with the water area of the Kuibyshev reservoir 15.58 km2), located in 
Laishevsky district, and Raifsky cluster, with the area of 59.21 km2, located in the Ze-
lenodolsky district. The territory of the Protected Area lies on the left-bank ancient allu-
vial terraces of the Volga River and 82% of the area is covered by forests. The Saralinsky 
cluster is located in the interfluve of the Volga River, the Kama River and the Mesha River 
and it is a peninsula pushed into the Volzhsko-Kamsky reach of the Kuibyshev reservoir. 
It includes an adjacent 500-meter strip of the water area of the reservoir. The Raifsky 
cluster is located 60 km upstream of the Volga Region; its hydrographic network is repre-
sented by small rivers – the Sumka River and its inflow Ser-Bulak River – and eight 
lakes, mostly of suffusion-karst origin (depths from 5 to 20 m). The Sumka River is rep-
resented by a fragment of its middle current of 9 km. During the summer period, within 
the limits of the Volzhsko-Kamsky Reserve the Sumka River and the Ser-Bulak River 
usually dry out. Most of lakes are confined to their valleys, the largest of which are flow-
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ing. In 1996–2000, the beaver reintroduction was carried out. Beaver’s construction ac-
tivity is associated with the appearance of “beaver ponds” on the watercourses in the 
Raifsky cluster. 

Kerzhensky State Nature Biosphere Reserve is located in the Nizhny Novgorod re-
gion. The reserve area is 469.39 km2. The Kerzhenets is the largest river of the Protected 
Area and it forms the western border of the reserve. Small rivers – Vishnya River, Cher-
naya River, Pugai River, Rustaychik stream are its left-sided tributaries. Lakes are repre-
sented mainly by oxbows and they are located in the Kerzhenets River floodplain, to a 
lesser extent the Vishnya River and the Chernaya River. Artificial reservoirs are repre-
sented by ponds, ditches, fire-fighting reservoirs along the roads. In the reserve there 
are about 40 marshes in natural state. The territory of the reserve is a part of water-
marsh wetlands of international importance – the Kamsko-Bakaldinsky group of bogs 
(Lebedinskii et al 2019). 

 

 
Figure 1. The location map of the reserves (red squares) and national parks (yellow squares) within the 
Middle and Lower Volga Region. 1 – Kerzhensky State Nature Biosphere Reserve; 2 – State Nature Re-
serve “Bolshaya Kokshaga”; 3 – National Park “Mariy Chodra”; 4 – Volzhsko-Kamsky State Nature Bio-
sphere Reserve; 5 – Nurgush State Nature Reserve; 6 – National Park “Nizhnyaya Kama”; 7 – National 

Park “Nechkinsky”; 8 – State Nature Reserve “Vishersky”; 9 – State Nature Reserve “Basegi”; 10 – Mor-
dovia State Nature Reserve; 11 – National Park “Smolny”; 12 – State Nature Reserve “Prisursky”; 13 – 

National Park “Chavash Varmane”; 14 – Privolzhskaya Lesostep State Nature Reserve; 15 – National Park 
“Hvalynskiy”; 16 – Zhigulevsky State Nature Reserve; 17 – National Park “Samarskaya Luka”; 18 – Na-

tional Park “Buzuluksky Bor”; 19 – National Park “Bashkiriya”; 20 – Shulgan-Tash State Nature Biosphere 
Reserve; 21 – Bashkirsky Nature Reserve; 22 – Yuzhno-Uralsky Nature Reserve; 23 – National Park “Ta-
ganay”; 24 – National Park “Zyuratkul”; 25 – Bogdinsko-Baskunchaksky Nature Reserve; 26 – Chornye 

Zemli State Nature Reserve; 27 – Astrakhan Biosphere Nature Reserve. 
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National Park “Nizhnyaya Kama”, organized in 1991, includes two clusters of the 
Kama floodplain remained of the flooding (cluster “Yelabuga meadows” with the area of 
30.0 km2 and cluster “Tanaisk meadows” with the area of 50.0 km2). It is located in the 
Republic of Tatarstan (Lukyanova 2011). 

Catchings in the reservoirs of the Protected Areas were carried in 1999-2003, 
2005, 2007-2010, 2012-2018. To study the distribution and the current state of popula-
tions, a variety of fishing gears (nets, seines, dragnets, box nets) were used, as well as 
visual observations. To analyze the state of the P. glenii populations, as well as the time 
of appearance of this species in studied reserves and national parks, we used information 
stored in scientific organizations. In addition, all available published data have been stud-
ied. The taxonomy and nomenclature is given according to Eschmeyer et al (2018). 

 
Results and Discussion. According to our data, the P. glenii is known in the ichthyofau-
nas of six reserves and six national parks, which is only 44.4% of the total number of the 
Protected Areas (Table 1). Thus, it can be stated that this invasive fish does not have a 
significant distribution in the reserves and National Parks. 

 
Table 1 

Distribution of P. glenii in the Protected Areas of the middle and lower Volga Region  
(a dash indicates the absence of the species in fauna) 

 

Protected areas Presence/ 
absence 

Years of 
first record 

Authors of 
observations 

Reserves 
Astrakhan Biosphere Nature Reserve – – N. A. Tsymlyansky 

State Nature Reserve “Basegi” – – Kovalev & Naumkin 
(2012) 

Bashkirsky Nature Reserve – – F. F. Zaripova 
Bogdinsko-Baskunchaksky Nature Reserve – – K. A. Grebennikov 
State Nature Reserve “Bolshaya Kokshaga” – – A. V. Isaev 

State Nature Reserve “Vishersky” – – P. N. Bakharev 
Volzhsko-Kamsky State Nature Biosphere 

Reserve 
+ 1985 O. V. Bakin 

Zhigulevsky State Nature Reserve + late 1990s Kirilenko & 
Shemonaev (2011) 

Kerzhensky State Nature Biosphere Reserve + early 1990s O. L. Korablev 
Mordovia State Nature Reserve + 1979 Potapov et al (1998) 
Nurgush State Nature Reserve + 2016 L. G. Tselischeva 

Privolzhskaya Lesostep State Nature  
Reserve 

– – V. V. Osipov 

State Nature Reserve “Prisursky” – – V. V. Osipov 
Chornye Zemli State Nature Reserve – – B. I. Ubushaev 
Shulgan-Tash State Nature Biosphere  

Reserve 
– – M.V. Bakalov 

Yuzhno-Uralsky Nature Reserve + 2004 R. G. Bayteriakov 
Total 6/10   

National Parks 
National Park “Bashkiriya”; + 2000 M. N. Kosarev 

National Park “Buzuluksky Bor” + 2012 A. I. Fayzulin 
National Park “Taganay” – – A. I. Fayzulin 
National Park “Zyuratkul” + not installed F. F. Zaripova 

National Park “Mariy Chodra” – – O. V. Palagushkina 
National Park “Nechkinsky” – – B. G. Kotegov 

National Park “Nizhnyaya Kama” + not installed S. P. Monakhov 
National Park “Samarskaya Luka” + 1998 Kirilenko & 

Shemonaev (2011) 
National Park “Smolny” + 1983 G. F. Grishutkin 

National Park “Hvalynskiy” – – E. Yu. Mosolova 
National Park “Chavash Varmane” – – Yakovlev (2012) 

Total 6/5   
Total for the protected areas 12/15   
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In most cases, the first records of P. glenii were noted at the late 1990s and the 
early 2000s. Exceptions are the Protected Areas of the Republic of Mordovia. In the Mor-
dovia State Nature Reserve, P. glenii was first recorded in 1979 in Lake Krivaya Lipa (Po-
tapov et al 1998). In the Moksha River basin P. glenii appeared during the acclimatization 
activities of 1970-1971. Then this species, with C. carpio was introduced into the ponds 
of the Ilevsky fish farm in the Gorky (Nizhny Novgorod region) (Kudersky 1980). These 
reservoirs are on the Sarma River, only in 20 km from the Mordovia State Nature Re-
serve (Figure 2). Thus, it overcame this distance for eight-nine years and it has been al-
ready found in the Moksha River floodplain. 

 

 
Figure 2. Distribution of P. glenii in some Protected Areas in the 1970s and 1980s. The 

black circle is the Ilevsk fish farm (invasion source). 1 – Mordovia State Nature Reserve; 2 – Na-
tional Park “Smolny”; 3 – Kerzhensky State Nature Biosphere Reserve; 4 – Volzhsko-Kamsky State 
Nature Biosphere Reserve. The arrows indicate the probable distribution vectors of P. glenii, above 

them there are the distances (in km) from the invasion source. 
 

In the next years P. glenii began to spread along lakes and ponds of the Mordovia State 
Nature Reserve. However, its records and the abundance are irregular in water bodies. 
Thus, in the flowing lakes, it has a low abundance currently and prefers to live in the 
coastal thickets and roots of trees near the shores. At the same time, in the suffocated 
lakes, P. glenii, Misgurnus fossilis (Linnaeus, 1758) and Carassius gibelio (Bloch, 1782) 
form the entire ichthyofauna of the biocoenosis (Artaev & Ruchin 2016). Sometimes it 
occurs in small rivers of the Mordovia State Nature Reserve (Artaev 2016). In the Moksha 
River basin, the highest occurrence rate of P. glenii is observed in the oxbows as well as 
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the karst and suffusion lakes (75.0-87.6%); moderate rate, in ponds (28.6%); lower rate 
(10.3%), in rivers to the distance of 25 km from the source; and very low rate (1.9%), in 
rivers to the distance of 25-100 km from the source. 

The highest abundance is observed in the landlocked oxbows, where its average 
share in catches is 30.9% (Artaev & Ruchin 2017). According to our observations it was 
quite numerous in the upper pond and lower pond in Pushta village (manor of the Mor-
dovia State Nature Reserve) in 2004-2008. And fishes of all sizes and ages were cap-
tured. However, later its abundance decreased sharply and at present it is represented in 
these reservoirs only by large individuals. We assume that its abundance was signifi-
cantly influenced by the appearance and subsequent sharp increase in the number of 
Rhynchocypris percnurus (Pallas, 1814). This assumption should be tested in future. 

The Chinese sleeper was first found in the National Park “Smolny” in 1983. Appa-
rently, it has also spread from the ponds of the Ilevsk fish farm. Currently it can be found 
in the floodplain water bodies and ponds of all forest areas of the National Park, and also 
it is found in the Alatyr River. In closed standing water bodies, it is a mass species, in 
contrast to the lakes with a good oxygen regime. The species prefers river parts with 
slow flow or stagnant water bodies. It inhabits water bodies with strongly developed 
aquatic vegetation (Grishutkin et al 2013). 

In the Kerzhensky State Nature Biosphere Reserve P. glenii appeared almost at 
the same time in all oxbows near the rivers in the early 1990s. Since the Kerzhensky 
State Nature Biosphere Reserve is located at a distance of about 210 km from the Ilevsky 
fish farm, it can not be ruled out that the fish species appeared from this fish farm in the 
Protected Area as a result of its further spreading along the basins of the Oka River and 
the Volga River. 

Currently the species occurs in the Kerzhenets River, the Rustaychik stream, in 
the oxbows of the  Kerzhenets River, in the ponds of Rustay village. It primary prefers 
oxbows remote from the Kherenets River, which, as a rule, are smaller and largely 
swamped. In these oxbows, P. glenii dominates among the fish species. Oxbows have a 
good connection with the river, a high degree of flowage and the possibility for entering 
the large fish from the river. In such conditions, P. glenii is either completely absent or 
its population is extremely small and in a depressed state. P. glenii is completely absent 
in the tributaries of the Kerzhenets River in the depths of the Kerzhensky Reserve (Bol-
shaya Chernaya River, Malaya Chernaya River), where its survival is impeded by 
Esox lucius Linnaeus, 1758. 

In the Saralinsky cluster of the Volzhsko-Kamsky State Nature Biosphere Reserve, 
individuals of P. glenii were first recorded in 1985. Later in the mid-1980s the species has 
widely spread along the channels of the lower part of this area (Kuznetsov 2005). Cur-
rently P. glenii adheres to the peaks of the bays with silted soils and macrophyte thickets. 
Its abundance is low. In total, the ichthyofauna of the bays includes 28 species. P. glenii 
is often the only fish species in the small overgrown water bodies separated from the 
bays; its size does not exceed 11 cm. In 1995, V. I. Garanin found a juvenile fish of P. 
glenii in the buffer zone of the Raifsky cluster of the Volzhsko-Kamsky Reserve in Lake 
Pridorozhnoe (Kuznetsov & Bortiakov 2002). In spring, sometimes this lake has a con-
nection with the Sumka River. Directly in the Raifsky site, P. glenii was recorded in Lake 
Ilantovo in 1998. This lake with the area of 4.7 hectares is located near the Sumka River 
and has an average depth of 0.7 m. Lake Ilantovo is strongly overgrown by aquatic vege-
tation. Before suffocation in 2011 the lake was inhabited by E. lucius and Leucaspius de-
lineatus Heckel, 1843; at the present time, besides of P. glenii,  C. gibelio and Carassius 
carassius (Linnaeus, 1758) are remained in the lake. In other water bodies of the Raifsky 
cluster, P. glenii has not been detected yet, although in a some of shallow water bodies 
of the buffer zone has the high abundance. 

In the numerous floodplain water bodies of the National Park “Nizhnyaya Kama” P. 
glenii is a common species now. It is not possible to determine the time of the appear-
ance of P. glenii in the ichthyofauna of the Protected Area. Apparently, it appeared much 
earlier than the foundation of the National Park (1991), i.e. before the time of the begin-
ning of the ichthyological studies on its area. Nearby of the Protected Area the Volzhsko-
Kamsky State Nature Biosphere Reserve is located, in which P. glenii appeared in 1985. 
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Probably, at the same time P. glenii appeared in this National Park. The vector of P. glenii 
distribution in the Protected Areas (Figure 2) is similar to that previously described (Re-
shetnikov et al 2011). 

In the Nurgush State Nature Reserve P. glenii was first discovered in May 2016 in 
the following lakes: Nurgush, Maloe Krivoe, Mogilnoe. In the reserve, P. glenii (1–2 years 
old) were collected by nets and stationary traps. One P. glenii specimen was probably 
caught by an otter and partially eaten. We found its remnants on the lake shore nearby 
with the otter tracks. At the same time, P. glenii were collected using a water net in the 
buffer zone in the Krutets stream. For the first time information about the appearance of 
P. glenii in the buffer zone (right bank of the Vyatka River) came from fishermen in the 
summer of 2011. It was caught in Lake Kaleichi (on the north border of the reserve) and 
Lake Gnilukha (on the south border of the reserve). In the lakes of the left-bank side of 
the Vyatka River (opposite the reserve), they were known even earlier – approximately 
since 2000. The current abundance of the species in the Nurgush Reserve is unknown, as 
well as trend of its further distribution. Perca fluviatilis (Linnaeus, 1758), E. lucius, Leu-
ciscus idus (Linnaeus, 1758), Rutilus rutilus (Linnaeus, 1758) dominate in the lakes of 
the Protected Area.  

Conditions for the distribution of P. glenii in the mountain-forest zone of the 
Southern Ural are unfavorable, because that lakes and oxbows, in which the species 
could be inhabited, are practically absent here. For the first time the species appeared in 
the Belaya River (a fragment of the southern border of the Bashkirsky Nature Reserve) in 
2000, probably in connection with the construction of the Yumaguzinsky reservoir. The 
first record was noted in the Belaya oxbow artificially created near Irgizly village (Na-
tional Park “Bashkiriya”, the zone of wedging 10 km above the boundary of the upper 
dam of the reservoir). In next years, it was registered in the Belaya River near the ox-
bow, but it is not marked in the tributaries. In catches the species is rare, the size of the 
specimens caught by fishers is 10–20 cm. The species coexists with P. fluviatilis, R. ruti-
lus, Alburnus alburnus (Linnaeus, 1758), E. lucius, Sander lucioperca (Linnaeus, 1758). 

In some Protected Areas, P. glenii is also absent for quite objective reasons. For 
example, in the Bogdinsko-Baskunchaksky State Nature Reserve there are no fresh water 
bodies. In the National Park “Hvalynskiy” and National Park “Chavash Varmane” there are 
no water bodies for possible invasion of P. glenii. In these National Parks there are small 
rivers, but there are no weakly flowing lakes and ponds, which are convenient for living 
of P. glenii.  

In the State Nature Reserve “Basegi” also there is a developed network of the 
small rivers, but there are no floodplain lakes (Kovalev & Naumkin 2012). 

As a rule, the appearance of a new species is preceded by a range of changes that 
modify the initial (natural, intact) biocenosis into the state of susceptibility (Biological in-
vasions ... 2004). The success of the invasion depends on the peculiarities of the recipi-
ent systems, violations, deviations from normal or natural state of each particular sys-
tem. At the same time the Protected Areas are shielded from the anthropogenic influence 
for a long time. Thus, they are guarantors of the high biodiversity and stability, and 
therefore the biocenoses in these areas should be less disturbed than in adjacent territo-
ries. Accordingly, they are stable and can not “receive” the invasive species due to their 
low susceptibility to the bioinvasions. This is observed in some Protected Areas. For ex-
ample, in the State Nature Reserve “Prisursky”, P. glenii inhabits only the lakes and 
ponds located nearby the border, where the species appeared in the late 1990s, and has 
not been found directly on the area of the reserve yet.  

Another feature of this species is its wide ecological plasticity. Within secondary 
range, it occupies a variety of water bodies, both anthropogenic (quarries, ponds, 
ditches, etc.) and natural floodplain water bodies. Due to the absence of specialized 
predators, sometimes P. glenii can become an absolute dominant in a water body (Novak 
et al 2008; Lukina 2011; Reshetnikov et al 2011; Reshetnikov 2013; Artaev 2016; Kvach 
et al 2016).  

We assume that P. glenii will appear in the State Nature Reserve “Vishersky” in 
the further years. At present, it has already spread in the basin of the lower and middle 
Kama River basin and reached the mouth of the Vishera River (Sokolov et al 2014). It 
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should be noted that there is already information (Fish in the reserves of Russia 2010), 
that it inhabits this Protected Area, but it is not confirmed by the reserchers of this re-
serve. P. glenii has not been found in the National Park “Mariy Chodra” yet. However, in 
the nearest water bodies outside the Protected Area it is the most common species and, 
if possible (for example, fish suffocation phenomena in the lakes), it will take its ecologi-
cal niche and become one of the elements of the ichthyofauna. At the same time, mass 
dying of fish, leading to the disappearance of predators, can serve as one of the factors 
affecting the rapid dispersal of P. glenii. In addition, P. glenii sharply decreases the 
growth rate when pH is shifted to acid (below 7.6) and alkaline (pH above 8.0) (Ruchin et 
al 2004). It should be noted that exactly in the conditions of the forest-steppe zone of 
the middle Volga Region most water bodies have optimal pH conditions. In the undis-
turbed small water bodies of the forest zone, it shifts to a more acidic side, and in the 
conditions of the steppe zone – to a more alkaline side (Gashkina et al 2012). 

Thus, P. glenii has not invaded in many Protected Areas of the Volga river basin 
yet. Apparently, this is due to the low disturbance level and the highest stability of the 
biocoenoses and, as a consequence, to the reduction of possible invasion ways of the 
alien species into the natural community. This can be indirectly confirmed by the fact that 
practically in all cases, P. glenii has penetrated into the Protected Areas through buffer 
zones, which are quite intensively visited by people and where, unlike Protected Areas, 
fishing is not prohibited. At the same time, the main invasion way is precisely the fisher-
men, contributing to the distribution of P. glenii in the water bodies.  

 
Conclusions. Based on the analysis of the distribution and invasion of the P. glenii, it is 
possible to indicate the possible reasons for its absence in some Protected Areas in the 
middle and lower Volga basins:  

1) the sustainability of the undisturbed biocoenoses in the Protected Areas does 
not contribute the invasion; 

2)  the Protected Areas are distant from the invasion “corridors” (from large ri-
vers, vast floodplains, etc.); 

3) the  stagnant water bodies, favorable for invasion, are absent  (some Protected 
Areas are located on watersheds or in the upper reaches of the rivers where there are not 
water bodies suitable for the invasion); 

4) the predatory fish regulate the abundance of P glenii and prevent active disper-
sal; 

5)  winters are very severe with low temperatures (typical for northern Protected 
Areas). 

 
Acknowledgements. We are grateful to A. A. Yakovlev (Cheboksary), G. F. Grishutkin 
(Smolny), O. L. Korablev (Kerzhensky State Nature Biosphere Reserve), N. A. Tsymly-
ansky (Astrakhan Nature Reserve), K. A. Grebennikov (Bogdinsko-Baskunchakski Nature 
Reserve), B. G. Kotegov (Izhevsk), P. N. Bakharev (State Nature Reserve “Vishersky”), 
O. V. Palagushkina (Kazan), Т. А. Polyanskaya (National Park “Mariy Chodra”), R. G. Bay-
teryakova (Yuzhno-Uralsky Nature Reserve), B. I. Ubushaeva (Chornye Zemli State Na-
ture Reserve) for providing data on the fauna of separate Protected Areas. 
 
References 
 
Artaev O. N., 2016 [Chinese sleeper (Perccottus glehni) in the Moksha river basin: distri-

bution and preferred groups of water systems]. Proceedings of the Mordovia State 
Nature Reserve 17:3-7. [in Russian] 

Artaev O. N., Ruchin A. B., 2016 Prussian and crucian carp: confindness to various types 
of waters and co-inhabiting species in water bodies within the Mid-Volga Region. 
Ecology, Environment and Conservation Paper 22(3):1497-1502. 

Artaev O. N., Ruchin A. B., 2017 The ichthyofauna of the Moksha River, a tributary of the 
Volga river basin, Russia. Check List 13(4):185-202.  



AACL Bioflux, 2019, Volume 12, Issue 4. 
http://www.bioflux.com.ro/aacl 1122 

Bagnyukova T. V., Danyliv S. I., Zin'ko O. S., Lushchak V. I., 2007 Heat shock induces 
oxidative stress in rotan Perccottus glenii tissues. Journal of Thermal Biology 
32(5):255-260. 

Barashkova A. N., Kirilyuk V. E., Smelansky I. E., 2017 Significance of protected areas 
for the Pallas's cat (Otocolobus manul: Felidae) conservation in Russia. Nature Con-
servation Research 2(1):113-124.  

[Biological invasions in aquatic and terrestrial ecosystems], 2004 Eds. A. F. Alimov and 
N. G. Bogutskaya, Moscow, KMK Scientific Press Ltd., 436 pp. [in Russian] 

Borodin P. L., 2014 [Benchmark indicators of the natural environment and communities 
in the Nurgush valley of the River Vyatka in 1994-2004]. Proceedings of the Mor-
dovia State Nature Reserve 12:3-25. [in Russian] 

Brooks T. M., Mittermeier R. A., Da Fonseca G. A., Gerlach J., Hoffmann M., Lamoreux J. 
F., Mittermeier C. G., Pilgrim J. D., Rodrigues A. S., 2006 Global biodiversity con-
servation priorities. Science 313(5783):58-61. 

Eschmeyer W. N., Fricke R., van der Laan R. (eds), 2018 Catalog of fishes: genera, spe-
cies, references 
(http://researcharchive.calacademy.org/research/ichthyology/catalog/fishcatmain.asp). 
Electronic version accessed, May 05. [This version was edited by Bill Eschmeyer.] 

[Fish in the reserves of Russia], 2010 Ed.: Yu. S. Reshetnikov, Moscow: KMK. Vol. 1, 627 
pp. [in Russian] 

Gashkina N. A., Moiseyenko T. I., Kremleva T. A., 2012 [Aspects of organic substance 
and nutrient distribution in small lakes and limitation of their trophicity in the Euro-
pean territory of Russia and in west Siberia]. Tyumen State University Herald 
12:14-22. [in Russian] 

Golovanov V. K., Ruchin A. B., 2011 Critical thermal maximum of fish Perccottus glenii in 
different seasons. Journal of Ichthyology 51(9):788-793.  

Golovanov V. K., Zabotkina E. A., Nekrutov N. S., Gracheva E. L., 2016 [Effect of high 
temperature on blood parameters in juvenile silver carp Carassius auratus and 
Amur sleeper Perccottus glenii]. Vestnik of Astrakhan State Technical University. 
Series: Fishing Industry 1:99-106. [in Russian] 

Grabowska J., Pietraszewski D., Przybylski M., Tarkan A. S., Marszał L., Lampart-
Kałuzniacka M., 2011 Life-history traits of Amur sleeper, Perccottus glenii, in the in-
vaded Vistula River: early investment in reproduction but reduced growth rate. Hy-
drobiologia 661(1):197-210.  

Grebennikov K. A., 2016 Study of biodiversity of nature reserves of the Russia in the 
digital age: experience and perspectives. Nature Conservation Research 1(2):1-10.  

Grishutkin G. F., Lapshin A. S., Spiridonov S. N., Artaev O. N., Ruchin A. B., Kuznetsov V. 
A., Andreychev A. V., 2013 [Vertebrate animals of the National Park “Smolny” (an-
notated list of species)]. Moscow, 56 pp. [in Russian] 

Ivanov A. Y., Ruchin A. B., Fayzulin A. I., Chikhlyaev I. V., Litvinchuk S. N., Kirillov A. A., 
Svinin A. O., Ermakov O. A., 2019 The first record of natural transfer of mitochon-
drial DNA from Pelophylax cf. bedriagae into P. lessonae (Amphibia, Anura). Nature 
Conservation Research 4(2):125-128.  

Khapugin A. A., Chugunov G. G., Silaeva T. B., Kunaeva E. N., 2016 Neottianthe cucul-
lata (L.) Schltr. (Orchidaceae Juss.), an endangered orchid in Central Russia. Wulf-
enia 23:189-202. 

Kirilenko E. V., Shemonaev E. V., 2011 [Data about morphometry and biology of Amur 
sleeper Perccottus glenii Dybowski, 1877 for Lake Krugloe of Mordovo flood-plain of 
Saratov Reservoir]. Izvestia of Samara Scientific Center of the Russian Academy of 
Sciences 13(1):207-210. [in Russian] 

Kirilenko E. V., Shemonaev E. V., 2017 Distribution of the Chinese sleeper Perccottus 
glenii (Odontobutidae) in fish communities of floodplain waterbodies in the Samar-
skaya Luka National Park (Samara Region, Russia). Nature Conservation Research 
2(4):90-95.  

Konstantinov A. S., Vechkanov V. S., Kuznetsov V. A., Ruchin A. B., 2003 Effect of fluc-
tuation of intensity and spectral structure of light on the growth and energetics of 
young fish. Hydrobiological Journal 39(2):95-106.  



AACL Bioflux, 2019, Volume 12, Issue 4. 
http://www.bioflux.com.ro/aacl 1123 

Kovalev Y. P., Naumkin D. V., 2012 [An annotated list of fish of the reserve “Basegi”]. 
Proceedings of the State Nature Reserve "Basegi" 2:121-125. [in Russian] 

Kudersky L. A., 1980 [Chinese sleeper in the ponds of the Gorky Region]. Fishery Study 
of Inland Water Bodies 25:28-33. [in Russian] 

Kurhinen J. P., Buyvolova А. J., Sapelnikova I. I., Vargot Е. V., 2016 [International scien-
tific seminar «Chronicle of Nature – a common database for scientific analysis and 
joint planning of scientific publications»]. Nature Conservation Research 1(1):109-
110. [in Russian] 

Kuznetsov V. A., 2005 [Fish of the Volzhsko–Kamsky region]. Kazan, 208 pp. [in Rus-
sian] 

Kuznetsov V. A., Bortiakov A. V., 2002 [Species diversity and changes in the ichthyo-
fauna composition of Volga-Kama zapovednik and its buffer zone]. Proceedings of 
the Volga-Kama State Nature Reserve 5:81-90. [in Russian] 

Kvach Y., Dykyy I., Janko K., 2016 First record of the Chinese sleeper, Perccottus glenii 
Dybowski, 1877 (Actinopterygii: Odontobutidae) in the Dnieper Estuary, southern 
Ukraine (Black Sea drainage). BioInvasions Records 5(4):285-290.  

Lebedinskii A. A., Noskova O. S., Dmitriev A. I., 2019 Post-fire recovery of terrestrial ver-
tebrates in the Kerzhensky State Nature Biosphere Reserve (Central Volga Region, 
Russia). Nature Conservation Research 4(1). doi: 10.24189/ncr.2019.049. 

Litvinov A. G., O’Gorman R., 1996 Biology of Amur sleeper (Perccottus glehni) in the 
Delta of the Selenga River, Buryatia, Russia. Journal of Great Lakes Research 
22(2):370-378. 

Lukina I. I., 2011 [Distribution of Amur sleeper (Perccottus glenii Dybowski, 1877) in Bel-
arus]. Russian Journal of Biological Invasions 2(2-3):209-212. [in Russian] 

Lukyanova Y. A., 2011 [The vegetation cover dynamics of forest communities in the Nur-
gush National Park in conditions of recreation influence]. Proceedings of the Mor-
dovia State Nature Reserve 9:72-82. [in Russian] 

Manteifel Y. B., Reshetnikov A. N., 2002 Avoidance of noxious tadpole prey by fish and 
invertebrate predators: adaptivity of a chemical defence may depend on predator 
feeding habits. Archiv für Hydrobiologie 153(4):657-668. 

Nehring S., Steinhof J., 2015 First records of the invasive amur sleeper, Perccottus glenii 
Dybowski, 1877 in German freshwaters: a need for realization of effective manage-
ment measures to stop the invasion. BioInvasions Records 4(3):223-232.  

Novak M., Popek W., Epler P., 2008 Range expansion of an invasive alien species, Chi-
nese sleeper, Perccottus glenii Dybowski, 1877 (Teleostei: Odontobutidae) in the 
Vistula river drainage. Acta Ichthyologica et Piscatoria 38(1):37-40.  

Potapov S. K., Astradamov V. I., Mamkin A. N., 1998 [Inventory of ichthyofauna of the 
Mordovia State Nature Reserve]. Ecology of Animals and Problems of Regional Edu-
cation 1:63-71. [in Russian] 

Reshetnikov A. N., 2004 The fish Perccottus glenii: history of introduction to western re-
gions of Eurasia. Hydrobiologia 522:349-350.  

Reshetnikov A. N., 2009 The current range of Amur sleeper Perccottus glenii Dybowski, 
1877 (Odontobutidae, Pisces) in Eurasia. Russian Journal of Biological Invasions 
1(2):119-126.  

Reshetnikov A. N., 2013 Spatio-temporal dynamics of the expansion of rotan Perccottus 
glenii from West-Ukrainian centre of distribution and consequences for European 
freshwater ecosystems. Aquatic Invasions 8(2):193-206.  

Reshetnikov A. N., Sokolov S. G., Protasova E. N., 2011 The host-specific parasite Nippo-
taenia mogurndae confirms introduction vectors of the fish Perccottus glenii in the 
Volga river basin. Journal of Applied Ichthyology 27:1226-1231.  

Reshetnikov A. N., Sokolov S. G., Chikhlyaev I. V., Fayzulin A. I., Kirillov A. A., Ku-
zovenko A. E., Protasova E. N., Skomorokhov M. O., 2013 Direct and indirect inter-
actions between an invasive alien fish (Perccottus glenii) and two native semi-
aquatic snakes. Copeia 2013(1):103-110.  

Ruchin A. B., 2004a [Dynamics of the species diversity of Cyclostomata and fishes of 
Mordovia]. Journal of Ichthyology 44(8):569-574. [in Russian] 



AACL Bioflux, 2019, Volume 12, Issue 4. 
http://www.bioflux.com.ro/aacl 1124 

Ruchin A. B., 2004b Influence of a light regime on the efficiency of food utilization and 
growth rate in fishes. Hydrobiological Journal 40(5):44-48.  

Ruchin A. B., Mikhailenko A. P., 2018 Fauna of mantids and orthopterans (Insecta: Man-
todea, Orthoptera) of the Mordovia State Nature Reserve, Russia. Biodiversitas 
19(4):1194-1206.  

Ruchin A. B., Lobachev E. A., Ryzhov M. K., 2004 [Influence of abiotic environmental fac-
tors on the growth of the Chineese sleeper Perccottus glenii Dybowski, 1877]. 
Inland Water Biology 4:79-83. [in Russian] 

Ruchin A. B., Vechkanov V. S., Kuznetsov V. A., 2005 Influence of photoperiod on growth 
and intensity of feeding of fry of some fish species. Hydrobiological Journal 
41(2):103-109.   

Santalova I. M., Gordon R. Y., Mikheeva I. B., Khutsian S. S., Maevsky E. I., 2018 Pecu-
larities of the structure of glycogen as an indicator of the functional state of 
mauthner neurons in fish Percсottus glehni during wintering. Neuroscience Letters 
664:133-138.  

Sokolov S. G., Baklanov M. A., Zinovev E. A., 2014 Peculiarities of the Chinese sleeper 
(Perccottus glenii Dybowski, 1877, Actinopterygii, Odontobutidae) parasite fauna in 
reservoirs of Perm. Russian Journal Ecology 45(5):437-440.  

Vargot E. V., 2016 [Mordovia State Nature Reserve's 80th anniversary. Nature Conserva-
tion Research 1(2):96-102. [in Russian] 

Vargot E. V., Silaeva T. B., Ruchin A. B., Kuznetsov V. A., Khapugin A. A., Lapshin A. S., 
Spiridonov S. N., Pismarkina E. V., Grishutkin G. F., Chugunov G. G., Artaev O. N., 
Grishutkin O. G., Lobachev E. A., Lukiyanov S. V., Andreychev A. V., 2015 [Pro-
tected area network of the Republic of Mordovia and recommendations for its opti-
mization]. Proceedings of the Mordovia State Nature Reserve 15:3-68. [in Russian] 

Vechkanov V. S., Ruchin A. B., Semenov D. Y., Mikheev V. A., 2007 [To the ecology and 
distribution of Chineese sleeper Perccottus glenii Dyb. (Odontobutidae, Pisces) in 
the reservoirs of the right bank of the Middle Volga]. Mordovia University Bulletin 
4:38-47. [in Russian] 

Yakovlev А. А., 2012 [Fauna of vertebrates of the National Park “Chavash Varmane”]. 
Scientific works of the National Park “Chavash Varmane” 4:142-159. [in Russian] 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Received: 30 April 2019. Accepted: 13 June 2019. Published online: 10 August 2019. 
Authors:  
Аlexander B. Ruchin, Joint Directorate of the Mordovia State Nature Reserve and National Park «Smolny», 
430011, Russia, Republic of Mordovia, Saransk, Dachnyi Lane, e-mail: ruchin.alexander@gmail.com 
Vitaliy V. Osipov, State Nature Reserve «Privolzhskaya Lesostep», 440031, Russia, Penza region, Okruzhnaya 
12A; Saratov Branch of VNIRO (Russia), e-mail: osipovv@mail.ru 
Alexander I. Fayzulin, Laboratory of Population Ecology, Institute of Ecology of the Volga River Basin of RAS, 
445003, Russia, Samara Region, Togliatti, Komzina Street, 10, e-mail: alexandr-faizulin@yandex.ru 
Оleg V. Bakin, Volzhsko-Kamsky State Nature Biosphere Reserve, 422537, Russia, Republic of Tatarstan, Ze-
lenodolsky district, pos. Garden, st. Vekhova Str. 1, e-mail: vkz@mail.ru 
Lyudmila G. Tselishcheva, Nurgush State Nature Reserve, 610002, Russia, Kirov, Lenina str., 129а, korp. 2, e-
mail: nurgush-nauka@yandex.ru 
Nikolay G. Bayanov, Kerzhensky State Nature Biosphere Reserve, 603001, Russia, Nizhnyi Novgorod, 
Rozhdenstvenskaya str., 23, e-mail: kerzhenskiy@kerzhenskiy.ru 
This is an open-access article distributed under the terms of the Creative Commons Attribution License, which 
permits unrestricted use, distribution and reproduction in any medium, provided the original author and source 
are credited.  
How to cite this article: 
Ruchin A. B., Osipov V. V., Fayzulin A. I., Bakin O. V., Tselishcheva L. G., Bayanov N. G., 2019 Chinese sleeper 
(Perccottus glenii Dybowski, 1877) (Pisces, Odontobutidae) in the reserves and National Parks of the middle 
and lower Volga (Russia): mini-review. AACL Bioflux 12(4):1114-1124. 
 


